Study Time #12
♥ Read 2:1-7

♥ Pray for wisdom and insight as you study this huge passage of His Word.

♥ ♥♥ Look at verses 1-3.  Paul is describing what we are before knowing Christ.  List as many words Paul uses to describe our nature before Christ.

♥♥♥ Now look at verses 4-7.  Paul begins describing how God rescued us through His Son, Jesus Christ.  List as many words Paul uses to describe Him using Christ to rescue us.

♥♥♥ This passage is SO rich with salvation language!!!  The major difference between verses 1-3 and 4-7 are the words, “dead” and “alive with Christ.”  We are going in our own way of sinfulness, then look at the first word in verse 4, “BUT.”   “But God, being so rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us……. Made us alive together with Christ.”  Read verses 4-5 a couple times and let that truth sink deep in your heart.

♥♥♥ We were dead spiritually, deserving of the wrath of God because we had no relationship with Him.  God threw His love around our helplessness and raised us to life through Christ!!!!

Application


One of my professors at Moody said this, “Go to a cemetery and look at the tombstones.  Imagine this is your spiritual body in the grave, completely dead.  Then imagine God lifting you out of the grave, out of your deadness and making your entire spiritual body alive!”


We were helpless and dead when God loved us so much that He made us alive and partakers of His glorious inheritance!  He could have just made us alive but He also gave us a glorious inheritance.  This is the God we serve!!!!  
♥ ♥ ♥ What does this enormous truth bring about in your heart?  
